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SANPC/SFF RESPONSE TO DAILY MAVERICK 6 May 2025

Dear Tony

The South African National Petroleum Company and SFF acknowledges receipt of your enquiry in
relation to South Sudan Exploration programme. In line with your questions, please see our response.

1. InOctober 2023, SFF issued an RFP for service providers to conduct an ESIA in the northwest
portion of Block B. Can SANPC/SFF please provide a copy of this ESIA if it has been
completed (or a draft of the studies and consultation processes conducted so far)?
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Figure-1-Different exploratory phases planned in Block B2

The Block B2 covers an area of 47000 SQ.Km. Being a large acreage and due to technical and
logistical reasons it is not possible to carry out “Environmental and social impact assessment,
baseline studies” in whole block at one time. Considering Geotechnical reasons, block is
divided into three major areas/phases and the present studies is confined and restricted to
phase 1, Jonglei area.

The studies included investigation of all vital parameters as laid in SHEQ and Environmental
management policy of South Sudan. The study and analysis of samples is completed, and
results were presented and approved by our partner, Nilepet. The communication is being sent
to MOP, South Sudan to provide us a time slot suitable so the team can present and submit
the report to MOP for public consultation and approval.

The report is confidential and as it is yet not published by MOP, South Sudan on their website,
hence the content cannot be provided for any publication and use.

2. Regarding other RFPs in South Sudan, what is the overall status of the SFF exploration project in
Block B2. Have any surveys, drilling, other activities commenced? If so, what stage have they
reached? If not, when does SANPC/SFF anticipate that the exploration will commence?

SFF governed by EPSA has chalked out a comprehensive exploration plan with number of
projects to collect Exploratory data in the block. This is exploratory block, and very scanty
data is available to mitigate the exploratory and financial risk and carry out exploration.

We have successfully completed air borne gravity and magnetic data acquisition survey in the
block.




This is biggest survey ever done in South Sudan, The data was processed, investigated and
modelled to identify basement high and lows along with identification of mega depocentres.
WE have also completed reprocessing of existing seismic lines and well cutting samples of
Well Kedalai#lwere processed and analysed to identify biostratigraphy, geochemistry,
sedimentology.

The data was assimilated to model the HC generation potential of basin to reduce exploratory
risk.

3. In a media release issued in 2019, the South African Department of Energy pledged to" invest $1
billion into South Sudan’s petroleum industry, with the aim of securing affordable energy supplies for
South Africa". It was further indicated that the two countries were in talks to set up a 60,000 barrel per
day refinery to supply oil products to the local market in South Sudan, as well as to secure exports to
Ethiopia and other neighbouring countries. How much money has been invested by South
Africa/SANPC/SFF in respect of both petroleum exploration and refinery development activities in
South Sudan since 2018?

The statement of “invest 1 $billion” by Minister was mis construed and was strongly refuted
by DMRE in press immediately after it was published. The hon’ble Minister while delivering his
address informed the audience about the holistic nature of project which includes Exploratory
block, pipeline, storage and Modular refinery, subject to techno commercial feasibility studies
for each component.

He mentioned that the project will bring a self-dependence in South Sudan and once the full
project is developed and completed the project including its resource base will be
approximately worth 1 billion USD. The Prefeasibility studies of pipeline and refinery are being
completed, and next phase of feasibility studies will start soon. Exploratory activities are going
on as per schedule and budget stipulated in EPSA.

4. Block B2 is recognised as a highly sensitive environmental area, which encompasses most of the
Badingilo National Park, along with portions of the Sudd wetlands, Shambe Nature Reserve and large
areas of land that form part of the migratory routes of several large ungulate species extending as far
as Ethiopia. Large sections of B2 support what has been described as the largest known land
mammal migration in the world, involving up to five million kob and 400,000 tiang, alongside many
other hooved mammals. Has the ESIA assessed the impact of petroleum and exploration activities
on the wider environment of B2 - or has it been restricted solely to the current proposed exploration
activities around Kedelai 1 (and if so why)?

The due care is being taken to consider Environmental footprints at different phases related
to activities envisaged in each phase. As stated earlier during phase one our concentration is
mainly to acquire data from Well, already existing and plan and execute seismic data in phase
1 area. As soon the exploratory phase of area-1 is completed we will carry out ESI for
area/phase-2.

5. In a media statement earlier this week, the Convention on Migratory Species Secretariat in Bonn
expressed the view that: "Oil extraction poses a pressing concern, notably within a development area
known as “Block B2”, operated by South Africa’s Strategic Fuel Fund (SFF) and South Sudan’s
Nilepet, covering areas critical for both kob and tiang migrations. Without careful and informed
planning, the oil exploration set to begin in 2025 could seriously disrupt wildlife migration, increase
human encroachment, and escalate illegal hunting. The rising incidence of illegal tiang harvesting
along roads already shows how essential it is to plan infrastructure with wildlife protection in
mind." What is the position of the SANPC regarding the recent concerns expressed by the Convention
Secretariat and the need/desirability of safeguarding the critically important habitat and animal
migration corridors within the broader B2 block should exploration lead to petroleum production
activities and allied infrastructure?




We, as aresponsible operator will take due care for any interference in migration of Fauna and
flora regarding its magnitude, timing, preventive measures which are required to be taken to
make minimum impact on there movement.

The issue was well dealt in ESIA report and mitigation plans are being proposed which will be
adhered to while operating in the area.

6. Are there any other matters of context or information that SANPC wishes to elaborate on in relation
to its exploration/production projects in South Sudan, including any activities outside Block B2 and
the recent agreement it signed with Wildcat Petroleum UK?

This question is governed by an NDA. As a result, we cannot disclosure anything for now.
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